PART IL |
FEB. 15,1892,

gribune.

PART IL
PACES 11 TO 14,

SHAMEFUL SENATE SiEAL

A FULIL AND CLEAR HISTORY
OF THE GREAT CONSPIRACY.

MANAGED
COUNTY.

HOW IT WAS IN DUTCHESS

UNDERTAREN TO PAVE THE WAY TO HILL'S NOMI
NATION FOH THE PREMDENCY—=THE DEMu
CHATS HAD THE PARIY MACHINERY To
BTEAL WITH, =0 THEY STOLE-WAS THERE
A UEAL WITH FLOWER?-WHIRLING
THE THING THROUGH THE HOARD
OF CANVASEERF—HOW THE LAW
WAS JUGGLED AND THE
COURTE USED T0O HELP ALOXNG
THE RECELESS CRIME,
(FROM A STAFF CORREAPONDENT OF THE TRIRUNP.)

Poughkeepsie, Feb. 13.—When, on the niglt

of November 3, 1807, all  the veles
cast to fill the office of State Scuster In
the general election in New-York, Leld that

day, had been counted by the election luspectors
and declared ju their sworn statement of returus,
seventeen Republicans, fourteen Dewmoorats und
one ludependent Republican had been elvcted.
But when the [egislature met on Jauuwey 5,
1893, the persons who appeared ut Albany
equipped with certificates from the State beard
of Canvassers entitling them to ergnuize as i
Senate were sixteen Demoorats, fourteen Repub-
licans aud ouwe Independent Republicun, ln ether
words, the certificates belonging to two Republi-
caus were given Ly the State Buard of Can-
vassers to flieir defeated oppovents, and ihe
certiticate belonging to a third Kepublican wus
pot awarded at all. Io his seatr, however, the
Benate having organized, a Democrat was promptly
injected by the partisan vote of that budy. Su
that the Benute, as it stands to-day, 18 composed
of seveuteen Democruts, fourteen RHepublicans aud
one Independent. The proceedings by which this
result was reached coustitute n crimwe wgaiust the
suffrage and an attack upen liberty and Ameri-
can institutlons mere auducious, mere putent for
harm and wore defiant of law thup any that
have been recorded in the history of a Northern
Brate.

ln this correspondence 1 intend to tell
clearly, fully aud connectedly us 1 can, and with
absolute fidelity to the truth, precisely hew this
great erime was accomplished.  Nothing will I
asserted which bas wot been or cannot be sub-
stuntiully proved, nor will any inference be
stikwested which i mot a logieal and nectssary
eopclusion of demonstrated facts

FLESI HINTS OF FRAUD.

It was kuown 1o every newspaper office in the
State by 3 o'clock in the merning aiter election
that the IITd, XIllth, XVek, XVith, XVIlth,
XiXth, XXth, AXIst, XXIld, XXIlld, MXIVth,
XXVth, XXVIth, XXVilth, XXVIIIth, XXIXti
and XXXth Seupate Districte—seventeen iu ail—
bad been carried by the Republicsns.  The dsso-
clated Press is the agency through wiick he
ngwspapers collect the official returns after wu
election. It gathers them, precinet by precinet,
the very instant they are counted, vod in i
office whe computations are mwade that show the
resulte by towns, counties and districts.  The
Associnted Prese dispatehes left no reasenabie
doubt on the night of November 3 that these
geventeen districts, aceording to the ofcial re-
turns, had elected Republicans. And vet that
very night messages flew over the wires into the
offices of the Demowritic pupes derlaring that
Goveruor Hill and ~ Ed” Murphy, the clhalrman
of the Democratic Campaign Committee, wert
claiming the Senute. What these Gudr were
based on did ot appear, but they were voeifer-
ously repeuted the next diy, and in the fuce o

positive  wswugancBs  from  the  Awociared
Press that its figures were official and cor-
rect.  That night the olufms of the Dewocrats

began 10 grow a little more specific. It wus
binted that Edward B. Osborue, the Democratic
candidate, and not (ilbert A, Deaue, liad been
elected in the XVth District; thar Charles E
Walker, Demucrat, and not Frauklin D Bherwoui,
Republican, bad been elected in the XXVlith
District: that Michael Collius, Democrat, sl
wor John M. iderby, Hepublicin, bad been eleoted
in the XVIth District, and that John H Nichals
Democrat, uud not Rufns T. Peck, Republican.
had been elected in zhe XXVth District. It is
bighly significant thut these reports did pot at
first comie from the distriets themselves, In Pough-
kevpsie the very rasenis who afterward  stole Mr.
Deane's seat by aets of reckless wod  hure faced
robbery frankly scknowledged his election Wil
the returns were fled. In Elmira ne one gles
tioned Mr, Sherwoel's large plurality.  In Syru-
cuse Mr. Prok was receiving the pungratulations
of his friends without the smallest hint that they
were not his due, and in Troy Mr Derby's title
was powbere disputed  All the rumurs throwing
doubt on these elections lirst  cuwe frum the
Exceuntive Chamber at Albany and the Democratic
headyuarters in the Hoffman Heuse, New-York.
PG, WHISTLES UP MI® MEN,
Telegrams of imuiry went out into the districts
mentioned from the New-York newspaper oftices
elicited no avideuce in support of the rumors, but
ouly tepeated gssurances thiat the coint Was cotm-
pleted and  the Kepublican  ca.widates surely
elected.  The next duy, however, the lotul Demo-
oratio mausgers in the districts began o wustain
the olaiws that hud been put forward by the
Btute bosses. Al that day politicul messeugers
were flying between Albaoy and Syracuse, Truy.
Fluira, Pougikeepsie und New-York, and if the
filvs of the Western Ukion offices in those cities
could be produved they would show some re.
markable summonses und directions. The Dewno-
cratic politiciatis wore CVETYWliene wilvised 1o we-
oure “evidence,” no matter Low Hitusy or absurd,
that would serve the inunediate purpose of chal-
lenging the juspectors’ count, and of ereadng n
popular lwpression that the result as 1o State
Senntors was in donbt. Governur Hil gave to
the Asocinted Press u remarksble interview
wherein ke holdly declared that *the Demucrats
had carvied w majority of the Seuate disiriets,”
tihat “ they did not intend to be clirated out uf
their rignt=." and that “ it wis loeumbent upou
every Democrit who vidued his party and its

vietories to watcl the count us it Was now pro-
eeeding  throuzhoeut the Stawe.” Governer
Hill, of course. wuas perfectly awate thiad

the count had heen completed within ten hours
after the polls elosed. The proceedivg 1o whi
his remarks were intended 10 direct attention wis
the canvass of the preciuct returns before the
various county boeards of supervisors ergunized
as county boards of canvassers, aud  he  was
covertly sug. e ti g to his party Diansgeers generally
what he Lad been all day long communding upan
individuals, that they should get 1o work promptly
to colleer affidavits upon whizh to challenge Ww
correctuess of precinct returus belore these County
Cunvussers.

The four distric’'s affected by Lemocratio rutnors,
though only oue wis really close, had received
especial nttention fromw the Democratic manngers
during the oamprign. The XXth, composed of
the counties of Lutchess, Columbia and Putnam,
and containing the city of PougTTeepsie : and the
XVIth, cemposed of the countles of Heuseluer
and Waabngton, and contaiuing the city of Troy,
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Mesnwhile they busiod themselves
sending out impudent sssertions that the first e
turns were false, that lirge mistakes had been
mincde in the count, and that their respective men,
Cshorne and Collins, had undoubtedly been elected.
These Iass-r'rfinns served the purpust of notifying
to their *lieelers” that they must stir :m;':n-l
;|l.'|-r “evidence,” and of preparing the public
wind of sueh * revelations™ s wight be thereafter
wiadle,

whien they

HILL'S PRE-ELECTION HOPES,

Lhe XXVth Disteict, composed of the counties
”.[ “*“{n""n and Cortlond, and containing the
ety of Syracuge, was ordinarily Repubiiean by
an enormons wajority.  But bere, too, il hwd
had hepes.  The Republicin candidate, Mr. Peck.
wis understood 1o be objectionable ta a fudiion
Dt. his party, and it was believed that he would
fuil to secure their support.  So, indeed, he did
in & lorge weasore. s vote tell off especially
in the towns, and ns the first returns receivel were,
of eonrse, from these places, the Democrits earls
m the evening of election duy were mueh en
vonmzed. They wseut enthusiostic mess 10
GGovernor Hill wnd te the Demoeratic headguarters
in New-York City, and, although they themselves
were quiskly undeceiverl, the eouwiry peturns
making it evident that Peek's majority was sub
stantinl, it s probable that they lefi the impression
they hind tirst created ot Albany wnd New York un-
disturbed uptil the pext day But 1l was niot
the man to relinguish the idea that he had won,
or to excuse his sub-bosses for o fanure o dielives
i distriet on the poor ground that their arithmetie
was faialty,  He et the first sugyestion of deteat
with  perempory  instrictions 18 the Syrucus
PDemoerats that they must zo on el imibng  aned
chase around after proofs to sostain their clains
On the morning after election  day  everybody
frely wdmitted Peck’s vietary, but that eveir
wlter the Albany had been copsulted, the
Demorrats were noisily protesting thar there was
a mistake somewhere whith would sppear as soon
ws they could place it

Tiwe XXVUth Distriot was Hill's owne Tt ds can.
posed ol the eonnties of Chemung, Stenben and
Allegany, amd cortaios the vity of Eluira I
had been represented in the Senate for severdd
torms Ly Mr Fassett. It e not probable that
il at any tme expected to earry this dietrict,
Bat from the mement the Hepublicen eandidate
wis gumed hie hoad a well-croanded expeetation of
displacing Kim i the Senate should prove to b
Democratic Mre Sherwoosd  wus 00 vitizen ol
Horneilsville, where be held Tie oftice of Park
Commissioner.  That tnet should bave operated
te prevent his nomination, for the Stite Con-
siftution provides in Section 8 of Article # that
“no person shall be eligible to the Largiminture
who w1 the time of his election is, or within 100
days previous thereto has been, . . . an offiver
under any eity government.” The Demorrats
were quick o point out the dischility nnider whick
this provision placed Mr. Sherwool, fortifyine their
judigment with an elaborate opinion from Attorney
General Tabor, 10 whose views they dmputed o
decisive quality growing out of lis aMeial place
Bt the Republicans replied with an opinion frow
Judge Datforth, an ex-member of the Coirt of

Fhoms

Appeids, holding that Mro Sherwood's eose did
not come within the constitutinnal  probilition,
i they righttully insisted that Mr. Talwor's

views were of no wore wecouni than Wiee of auy
other lowyer of woderate ability. and oot to Iwe
compared in value with these of a jurist so lenrned
and respectable as Judege Danfocth.  Tabors posi
tion, they preperly said, had nothing to oo with
the mutter, sieoe the Senate, and the Senate wlone,
wis the judge of the gqualifieations of its mt mbers,
and it would puss on the question of Mr. Sharwored's
ellgibility 1f any sueh guestion esisted. Nooane
knew better than Governor THID that this wis a
gorrect stotement of the law, and kbis pre-ciection
hopes in the case of M Sherwood were contined
to thiat gentieman's displacement in the event of
the election of u Demecrntie Senate Il sehere
of kieeking him out by the simple process of lving
e state Poard of Canvassers klck the statute
heoks into the stevet, repadinte the Court af Ap-
peals, and decline te give A Sherwond his orr-
rifionte on the plainly declaed ground that they
't have to, was ot alfterthought, adopted when
the prostitution of that Benrd wis Tonad to e
jetesRry  in the dither cases Of course, if 11
sould e goU o comnidl i crime in tliree cases there
would be go especial measom wuy i sliould hesi
tate at a fourth,
A CHARAUTERISTIC ANFIBOTE

These were the districts wherein, after the elee
tion of the Republican eandidutes had been eon
cevded, but very quickly thereafter and sithienly.
and following immediately upon conferences be
rween Hill, Murphy, Hinekley and the D ity
;1wr:iﬂ'-limwr'tl. Maynpnd, @t Altwny, and
prompred by telegraplic messazes that fairly povred
ont of the Executive Chumber, the loeal Dt
GUrRL I MAKMLPRTS besun to sliow susploolis netvaty
and 1o make impossible  elaims, K ois fair 1.
presume  that they did not undemtand the con
spiracy they were being drawn into, and perhaps
there were some wnong them wha, hl they ap
preciuted its willacity and enorimity, wuull have
paused a long while hefore inviting its rishs
As mineh may possibly be wiid of some ol the prine
pals Severw! #tortes wre teld wt the Fort Orange
CLih about the state of wmind in which thise Jessei

conspirators were thrown when they first hears
One wineh

the Governer's plan fully developed
is, at all events, chpramteristie, represems il
aete in each cise, ahowing
to justify  hi-

ppving gone over the |
te  materials  he  had
seheme.  There was o gerernl murmie that they
wiere oo few (o number and too feebie in strengta
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Wle speer. 1 aan not tadiring of evidenee for
in a tourt, but hetore Detuoeratie hoarnds uf run
Theo in briet, swilt sentenoes e it
Thwe group  wround
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v s
Hned  the conEpirary
fhime was not eomposed of Miss Naneys, but v fell
an them all with @ ehill

Finliy, = Ed” M irphy spoke up. Well, Gioy-
+ peosnid, *welll put it throngh i Yon say

ernor, g
it there's a hig question in wy mind jus

where 1t will land us:
“ Pooh " sail Hill.
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HILLS HAND AT THE HELM,

120 years of free government during
whiel time the spirit of justice and falr play, de
votion to the prineiple of maority rule and respect
for the law have so grown and developed in the
public mind 8s 10 duininate its forees anid direcs
its uperations, thers Were not wany peaple  in
New-York who thought it a physical possibility
for half a duzen men in eommand of a political
purty to take by brute foree what the verdict of
the polls hind denied them, This seews, indeed,
§0 preposterois that thousands of pmp[.- whe hinve
ot followed the focts of the Senate Stenl closels
but knew onlv. aud in a general Way. that there

After

wis @ dispute about who wae elected and a g
ti fhe ootiFte anitl o final result o Gavor of the
Demuvetats, ineline to think tihat it most be sub-
stantisdly right, beesuse in this land of law and
loerty it surely eould not be radically wrong
[his Altuost langudd feeling of pablic seonrity eon
not 2 ltrle to mike the steul ll\l!iﬂahif
1t is high

fribontead
antd operates now weoshijeld the thieves
timie the peaple wolke up, high time they realized
that & erime s been compmitted thnt strilies un
thie very roots of things and that, unpunisied,

upens the door to oll Kinds of eleot 1 deviliry

| When it i8 found thiat o Board of Uanvissers can

with Impunity  eertify to another result than that

D declired by thie ballots, elections nre i mere wiste

ke of thed |

of time. When the people disdover thnt thers
is 1w i amone them powerful ensngh to do what
Drevidd B LN died o the day the Conrt of Appeals
hoamded  down its decisions—deolare that twa of
e must be defind and gravely discassed with
other conspirators whish two eoild be defied with
e maokt safery, select the two, order the public
oflicials on whom theee decisions hore to disme.
ward them, and secure & tame obedience to his
communds, that man and his party have got to
e turned down or the State of New-York is not
far from a revolution!
FACTS THAT REVEAL THE KENAVE OF BPALES.
I hove alresdy shown that the conspiracy te
stenl the Senate was batehed in the Executive
Chamber ut Albany. MU coneeived it and i~
recte] it in every detail. The proof of this is
multitadinons and  eireumstantial. It was from
11l in o« publie interview that the false elins
first proceeded, after all the inspectors’ returns
wore filod in the eounty clerks' offices and their
restlt in the chotes of the Republican candidates
lenown bevend the ghalow of w doubt. 11l sent
ont telegpam after telegram to his agents and
managers in the four districts, directing them to
ke fo coneesions, "t to get evidence of fraud.
When it is understood that these fellows were
n Wlmost all eases persons of eriminal, or a1t the
best *shady ™ reputations, the nature of the *evi.
denee” they soucht after does not reguire desarip-
tion o, if it does, 1t 18 witneseed in the evidanre
they got. Tt was HLill who detailed Maynard, the
Deputy Aftorney-General, to dash here and there
aver the State, prompting the local munagers as
to whnt they should do, and how they should o
it, showing them how they eonld evide the law
while pretending to obepryve it and assuring them
thnt the Governor wonld stand by them, and that
they ran ne risks—a fine business, truly, for an
officer whose sworn «duly was 1o defend the law
anid ta represent the peonle, not a party nor u
party bhoss, 11 wos Hill who, at every eritival
moment during the progfess of the erime, in puh
e interviews, in Stite papers and in officinl mets
el his e clear to protect anil  rewnrd  Tils
rohbers, if only they robibusd with skill and daring,
il to pubish and unde any one who dureT resist
thew, promiss which 1o his hbnor as the prines
of politieal Wigh@uymen he mliglotisly kept.  He
remnved two county elerks who refused 10 prosti
tiste themselves aml their offices, aml put prime
consplratons in thelr plaves,  He insulted by hlack-
guntdlyv epithets i o State paper  one of the most
hmarable memibers of the State judicinry, whao in
bis jurisdietion had construed the law precisely
% three of his Demoerntie brethren hnd dune in
theirs e Ld the impuidenee to send & Thetan-
ertie judse from veouw York to Syriouse for the
eapress purpose of upsetting thie declsions of a
decisions whileh every member
hus  con

Hepublican judas,
of the eourt without  party distinetion
cetenily maintained. He ordered nn extragrdinary
specinl term of the connt in Albany, when one
specinl term was nlready fony ened und without the
slghtest public orension for annther, and appuinted
a judge to bold it whe had mlready distingaished
himself by granting ofders that were of grest
grfvice to the  conspiralors He even  went
1t--r|-uh,'|ll_\' into the business of proearing Jrnhrml
viventing the orders of the

orders  stasing  or
juidees herfore whom the eouses were tried, making
the  Suprems Court  of the Sate, as ita

members soratmliled over one another in inilecent
haste to do what this judse had refused, or 149 undo
what that ndiee hoad granted, s spectacle for the
surpeised nril disgusted reproaches of the pweaple,
W . Detpuoritic Supervisor at the hidding of
the rolibers disabeved the eourt’s orders amid Wik

prnished for eontempl, Hill st him free, denonne-
itg the upright judoe nnd applanding the raseally
supervisor, and, finslly, when the highest court in
the Stote pendeped s solemn judement In the whale
antroversy, platnly defining the preciss duty of the
Stute Bonrd of Canvassers in respeet of enoh par
tiedlar ease, it was HITE wlio o ommanded the board
to dely the court, and who outhined how  they
ahertild eonduet their mismons proceeding Every
rasenl involved, from the smuliest to the greatest,
fromm little Mylwl to Frank  Ries, from “Jdim”
Winekley to Isane 1L Maynard—every man of thm
knew and had visible reasans to know that e
liindd them nmdd their eriminnl aets wos the gleantin
PawWer of w State Governmeht and o party nraanizn-
tion in the hands of one unserupulous man whe
ady to honor any draft that might e made

atood n
upon it. Prople ark how thewse fellows had the
perve to do what they did.  That's how they
had il

111,

HILL'S STAKE IN FLOWER'S PATRONAGE,

Mgl deperided, from Hill's point of view, on
swecuring & Demoeratic Sennte. Thronghout his
term ®s Governor, the Repuhlican majority in the
Satiute had been n thorn in his flesh and o stum
hlijpg-Ylock in his wav. Ity pefusing to eontirm
his nominations it had stendily e istedd his efMorts
1o fill the public sepviee with his personal fools
1t had kept his hands off of an euormous amount
of patronnge, and had stand in the way of the
sreation of much mord,  Seores of his jobs il
hoen defented,  His leagne with the liquar denlers
to provent wo proper licknse  sistem and  with
Tawmany Hall to prevent an honest and eflicient
paltot law bad been exposed and Th the end
Inrgaly cirsumvented. 14 is true that there had
heen at times illieit relations between him and one
of two Beputliean Senators, and that, with their
Jid, he had occasionndly sueceeded in doing a gool
Aol of harm. Bt these cnses were exeeptional, aad
in the main the Hepuhlican Senate, under the
Leillinnt lendership of Mr Fasseut, had diedd TN
o amd thwarted the sehemes by which he
Linged 1o prt muney, at the pubilie expense, in the
pockets  of his followers and thereby 1o earw
politieud profit himsalf

\ great deal of droll literature has heen written
Meut Hill's pusition in the campnign of last fall
It wis usserteld thut Mr. Croker and Mr. Murphy
vovolted from 1, and thot Flower's nomination
wis Hill's destroction, Many people, not over
peolous, were persimded to belivve that this re-
port, and umdoubtedly it was o part af Hills gime
to create appearances that sustained it It is
now krown to have heen without the slightes
foutidation.  In the enmpaign it served two ends.
1t brouelit over Mr. Clevelanls fricmds o the
suppart of the ticket, and mn (e them, i not a
party to the destruction of the County Demoeraey
i New York City, at all events, silent and quiescent
olmervers of i1, Tlhnt wis whot Tammany wanted
I enahled TN to consummaie lis bargsin with Mr
Flower without immediately arousing suspieion, and
that was what he wanted. Tiwe nature of this
bitenin is now frankly discloged.  Demoorats do
not besitate to assert that Flower committed him-
el dn warve which are sutisfactory o
political tridesmen  in return for the Liovernor-
sliip, to plice ot Hill's disposal, for the suppart ol
liis P'rosidentinl pspirations oll the patronsge of
the Governor's office during the first year of the
present term.  Of eonrse, the procurcment of any
thing like Jegil evidence of such a batguin as
thiis is not poesible, but it s geperally declared, and
the eharneter of the appointments thus far moed
Iy Governor Flower g0 directly to #how its truti,
In the first place, he retnined as his private secre-
cary T, S, Williams, who bad held that office
under 1)L und was aund is Hill's alert and

those

| inspecturs, has o 8

| of the mathematiens o in

|

| the cinvasser

obodient vervant. Vs military sl wis mule up
of Hill'a men from top to hotton, e retained
Adjutantdieneral Porter awd pearly all the mem-
bees of Hills ol stafl, and every new man wik
known and recogiteed as a Hill man. lle reap-
pointed as Superintencert of Publie Works, except
his own the srestest politieal office in the State,
Mr. Hunnan, whe is s o
hrewches, Tl

sy, hoots amd

publie patronace of this Dheperi-
tent, amounting to S A00000, 18 now heing, us
it hins been, enrefnily disteibuted dn Hill's interest.
When Chiefl Judege BEuger died, Lig appwolntad Judge
Furl as s suecesor, & man who has been Hills
ersonnl Jepal adviser for the Just seven yews
In Earl's place an the henel of the conurt he ap
pointed Iswme 1, Marnard, who hal been Hill's
personal agent in this inlamons ~enute steal, wh
had directed every provess of the ontrage, sl hea
mannged the legul prove-ditigs hy whiel the ¢ oty
Roards of Canvassers and the State Board tinally
were enabled with fmpunity to kick over the law
wnid dely the courts,

As Railroud Conanissioner, with a salary of
®8,000, he appointe! Sumuel L. Beardsley, ol
Utica, & Hill member of the Democratic State
Committee, and he gove his great influence to
wooure the eleetiun by the Legislature to tie office
of Superintendent of Public lnstruction to James
F. Crooker, of Buffalo, through whom the control
of the schools, and the annual distribution ol
nearly 81,000,000 of sclool money will be turned
1o Hill's advantige.  The ove and only per il
appointwent that Flower has yet made is that
of Wilbur F. Porter, of Wutertown, to the bench
of the Court of Claims, and even in that he served
Hill's interest by deposing Judge Allen, a friend
of Mr. Cleveland.  All this patronage, inmmense in
amount anid farf-reaching in its influence, is to-day
being worked with the utmest asgiduity to eontrol
the Democratie Convention about to agsemble for
Wil Even if there was no absolute burgain be-
tween Hill and Flower, the result is just what it
would have been if such s bargain  had been
written and recorded. At every step in the earry-
ing out of the arrangement the antive co-operation
of the Senate WHs [ecossary. More that This,
then, dues not need to be salil to show how large
wus Hill's motive in the erifie he instigated.

7.
THE LAW OF ELECTIONS,

The necessity of stealing the Senate in order
to get it dild oot appear to  the Demooratie
manngers until the time had  gone hy within
which they could tamper with the returns them-
selves.  The dnspectors of election had performed
thieir whole duty md were discharged of their
responsibility, and the retarns wore Gled and a
final pegord with regund to them il been made
Wefure HiN's desperate seleme deseloped, It wis
plaip that e could not mike the tizures other
than they were ouly thing he eould do
was to steure o fraudulent certitiention of fheir
eftoot,  The fugetions of ench individual part of
the electorsl machine In this State are defined hy
the statute with righl exnetitude,  No chanee is
anywhere left for mistake or misconception, and,
it there were, the courts have long sinee disposed
af it by a line of decisions holding that the law
menns Just what it says and says just what it
mentis,  The election inspectors—that is, the per-
sons who have charze of the polling-booths and
; precinet—umler whose sipervision

hoxes inoevy
the Lalloting goes on, are pequired jmmediately
unon the elusing of the polls ti begin the ean.
viss of the votes, and they are forbidden to ad-
journ until their work is fully completed,  They
are required to proclaim the result as to each
candidate  immediately npon its aseertainment,
and, when the canvass hus beon fully eommeted,
1o wwake & statement of ita results upon a prepured
form which must be immediately and within
twenty-fonr hours after the completion of the
canvass fMled in the office of the town clerk,
Varified edpies of this statement must e delivered
to the supervisors of the town or ward, and to the
county elerl, Sind this husiness must be trans-
woted  and  the inspectars must indetinitely  ad-
junrn within twenty-four hours wfter the canvaes

s been eompleted.

Oue week after election day the supervisors
of the eonnty, each of whom has in his poseession
the inspectors’ mturns from all the polling pre-
cipets in his town or ward, must mest and or-

qanim as @ Board of County Canvassers.  Their
duty is ministerinl and arithmetieal,  The founty
olerk meets with them as their seeretary.  The

returns from ench (Fecinet are examinea and the
preoi el totals us to eieth candidate W added
resnles as te majorities or plu.

The hoard lins power to issus

together and the
ralities discoversd
a cortificste of eleetion for each county office, and
g ropuired to muke ont, arcarding to a given
form, o statement of the total vore veived in
the county for eal b eandidate for a State oflice,
1 Ale the original of that statement in the oflive
of the connty elerk, and it is the duty of that
ufliesr ta send hy mandl three coples af 1t te the
ate aililressed to the Governor, ome
ta the Secrotary of State and the third to the
state Controller.  Each of then,
las o somplete declaration of the resilt in every
conity ns to ecandulates for State alllces, aml they
are redlired to file the declarations they have
rrerived b the offfce of the Seeretary of State,
the piurpose of the law in ealling for three such
statements heing 1o = 1o it beyomd all ehanee
of misearriage, that a trae return shall be in the
posseasion of the State Ihegrartment,

The Seerstury of Stale, the Controller, the State
Surveyor, the Atterney tienerid and

State eapital

the=e  oiflivers,

Fngineer and
the State Treasurer are cotistituted a Bourd of
Stute  Uanynssers, wre pequired to perform
the same  arthmetionl and uisterinl  duties
in ronneetion with the statements sentoup from the
solinties that the counly canvassers Wene ehargel
with in eonnection with the returlis Irom pre-
cineta and towns.  The Secretary of Mate Tluys he
fore the hoard all the statements received by him
from the county honrds, and the total vote for
each ennlidate for o State office is computed, the
pluralities andd s jorities are ascertminsd, the re-
sult in each euse is Tapedd wind n eertiticate of

election s issaed in eonformity therewith,

and

JUDICIAL DECISIONS OF UNMISTAK ABLE IMPORT.

It is apparent from this annlysis of the law that
anvassets o the State can

neither the county ©
e lnw nowlhiers

vassers have any judichal duty.
suthorizes them ta o anything exeept add and

stithtraot, and deelare the resiit of that muthemat-

feal performanes

They have nothing to de with questions of fraod
mothe purt of elther voters oy eleetinn Ingperetiors.
They must take tle reoiros as Py receive thein
aned without question They eaniot duguire into
any wllegution which an any Wiy hiollenges the
correeiniss of th returms, Al such fupetions are
Any eanitidate, and, indeed,
dmselr wronged by any kind
viters or

lindged i the eout s

any voter,who thinks |
of miseonduet, whether on the §
ire, ek sl sy remgnly in

wrr wl

the eutirts, It s obwviows, (rom the fee of the

wintutes, thut this is thee law, wmd the reason llI|

the Taw bs equiily ahyiois 1t is necessary to have |

w maehine fur (he pecertaiguent of pesilts all the !
gradde of  oflices e

o poiat i e perfornge-

way up from Uhe lowest tu

lighest, and, of couree, a
ance of o work which is pecessartly one of simple
e b o pause one the part
(e into the chneeter
are counting. 10 ean
o throw out and put

mathemntics should th

and value of the votes Lhey
vassors are to be permitted t
i, B make their Neanes cortespotd with their own
partisan desires mstend ol 1o the returns as cast
und sounted on the uieht of the election, it is pluan
that no eundidate and Do Party is secure from
traud. Whatever the people ortain ean he = ean-
asacd™ fnto whatever suits the taste ad faney of

1o # long line of decislons, towhere interrupted,
the eonrts have repeatedly assired fhe hoards of

| Duitoliess County Canvussers the theft of the XVth

cuivissers that they ure witheut discretion to go be-

imd vhe retures.  The very latest of these Jecislols
was rendered last June, sivee tie adoprion of the
wiaended badlot law, and it aflinms that the cin-
vassers are “siply 1o deterine trom the doeu-
wentiry evidenee before them, farnished by the
avlion of the inspectors, and upon witean alune they
pan aot, the number of votes giveu for each can-
didnie, pespecrively, . The canvassers ane
regudved jnoo mimsterial copacity 1o estimate and
certily the In the cuse of Deuchler, Judge
Macomber held that to permit the * overhnulisg”
ol setnrns b cauvassers ~ would be an invitation
to ity el returns and not to couut
them." * It §s not tue provines of the boned of con-
vissers,” he soid, *to adjudge an election. It dis-
charges its woole power when, as an accurate ue
countant, it relurns the resdits of the apparently
aid cstensiily fair foures which may be preseited.”
Juddge Ushorne, in the case ol Kart, presented this
sme view ol the Jaw. * The duties of u buard ol
canvussers,” he suid, " are fxed by statute, and tu
alter or judge tie returns, or to cuntradict thein, is
ot pecinisaible.” lu the vase of Morgan ve
guneikenbush, speaking of a city bourd of eai-
viwoers, the Supreme Conet sald: “They are not
W diberty to receive evidoace of anything outside ol
the re urus (bemselves. Llelr duty consists ol o 8in-
ple marter of arichmesie, Toey are to bring together
the returns made by the Inspectors of the several
eleotion distriots and sscermin by computation tie
hggregate number of votes given in the whule
ity for cach persen fot each oflice, and then de-
clare the result by their certificate. 11, in the
first canvoss, the Common Counecil received afli-
duvits tending to show fruudulent practices at_the
polls, and, actng upon sueh evidence, omit i)
catviss the votes of two election districts, they
aeted illegally.  They assumed to exercise
judicial puwer which the Legliature has never
wested in them or any other haard of ennvassers.”
This principle is further enforeed by the Court of
Appeals doeision in the Cook case, where it was
saitl, * The county canvussers, with a regular re.
turn from the district inspeotors bofore  them,
which is fair on its face have no right to gv
Iehiingd it, and prove that its estimates are un-
reliable by reason of rowdyism at the pills, or
irpogularities of the iuspectors,  They must act
upon it a8 o regnlar return, and leave the parties
aegrieved to their remedy through the courts of
(ustiee.”

I have explained the law thus minutely and
have quoted from thess decislons this freely be-
ciise It wis through the purtisan action of Demo-
cratie hoards of supervisors, orzanizad as honrds
of county ecanvassers, and finally by the action
of the Democratic State  offieors, organized 04
State canvassers, that Governor Hill was enahled
to consimmate the Sennte steal,  In every anurh
g, us the Court of Appeals tinally Leld, those
ulies aetel in wilful defianee of the law, hut
nowhere was their actlon so monstrous. so recki-
loxs, g0 barren of anyvthing sugzestive of an ex-
cuss, gs in the County of Dutchess.

vote,

Lo ke

V.
SOME OF THE CHIEF CONSPIRATORS.

Ginee Cleveland's defeat in 1888 the Demo-
cratic party in Dutehess County has fallen under
the dominion of & certain James W, Hinekley.
Formerly, in all matters of party maragement, the
paramount. voipe wis that of James L. Willinms,
a distinguished attorney who has always enjoved
the eonfidence and respect of the people.  But
when Hill came inta full power sich men as
Williams were not the kind he needed, He hat
wse for lientenunts who asked questions or
putised to consider, The sort of men he wanted
were those who woulil be * reliable,” who kuew
how to take a hint and who, if they had to have
any morality, won'd bave sense enongh 10 keep
it ont of politics. A change in party management
wis therefore necessary in Dutchess.  Mr. Wit
inms wus Incontinently = dumped,” and his seeptre
was hinded over wo Hinekley. Hinekley's earever
tos  been somewhat picturesque,  Some people
eall him * Major"—why, 1 have not been ahle to
ascertain.  Ope explanation given is that " Lie once
went to West Point,” which is probably the best
explanation there is. He was o young man, at
all events, when he first made his appearance in
Ditetioss County.  He is rememhered as having
hung around a lowish kind of hotel, occasionnlly
(ispensing drinks across ite bar. He presently
hecame attached 1o the hotel, and was soon &
proprietor,  From this time until he tewporarily
abandoned Poughkeepsie, he was eminent as a
“sport.”  Why he went away was not put on
record, though a large snd heavy burden of
judgments was. A few years later he cnme back,
appurently in the enjoyment of n reasonable de
gtoe of prosperity, and since that time his course
has been, in its own peeulinr way, “onward and
upward.”  He became the proprietor of * The
New York Graphie,” which some may remember
as n pictorial newspaper.

It was as an editor thut Mr. Hinckley began m
reeelve sonsiderstion at the hands of the Demao-
eratie party, His paper, which, a8 a paper, was
a huge and eonsistent failire, was nevertheless
of great use in the erection of Mr. Hinckley's
fortiies He pussed its stock around in ample
Bunidles, and finally when it was well overlaid with
dehite he made some sort of deal by which it
possedl inte the sweet by<und-hy, and he into the
presidency of an @eetrical machine company, Bt
while occupied with these eoneerns in the te-
tropolis, he was at no time idle in Poughkecpsie.
As the promoter of & mining company whose prop-
erty cansisted of sundry boles in mineral ground
somewhere off townrd the setting sun, he inter
wted  and  still  interests several of  Dutehiess
County's sanguine citizens,  Five or siX years
ago he adventured into local journalism, and now
conduets = The Poughkeepsie News Press,” where.

na

it wis foiind that the Democratic candidate for
State Senator, Edward B. Osborne, had received a
majority in the county of 92 votes. Thas
siwe morning the official returns from the coune
ties of Columbia and  Putnam, which, witk
Diiteliess, form the XVth Senate District, were filed
sud were reported to both political headquarters fm
Pougllieepsie.  Columbia had given Mr. Deane,
The Republican candidate, a majority of 132 and
Putnam & mojorily of 38, Mr. Deane's majority in
L district was, therefore, precisely 75, When
this result was announced it was promptly dis-
puted by the Democrats, and among them by
trank B Lown, a Democratic lawyer of character
md ubiifiy, o a sontroversy that nlght Mr. Lows
wid assured thut he har made a mis in arithme-
tie.  There was a cortitied copy of the Dutchess
retirns in the ofiee ot Robert H, Hunter, n Re
publiean, and the Democratic disputants were ine
vited to compare their figures with this certified
statement. Mr. Wood and adother went to Hun-
ter's office and mrt‘!'utlr' A comparison, pres-
ently discovering that in their statement the vole
in one distriet hud been transposed, giving Mr.
Deane's fignres to Mr. Oshorne and Mr. Onboma
o Mr. Deane.  They at onoe went to the clerk’s
office and examinedl fhe original statement, whioh

contained the figures precisely as they in
Mr. Hunter's copy. "!‘Iu‘n exactly 3m'.runted ¢
the differcnce be their figures and those
the  Republi they at once

Mr. Deane's election. lir. Lown be-

, AR

came an honest man, Ao to undo whate
ever harm he had done by his early claims,
He went to a number of gentlemen and frankly
informed them that he had been aken
his figures, and that there was no doubt thas
Deane had won, While thus engaged he en-
countered * Hinckley, who sharply remonstrated
with him for so foolish a ing. *“Suppose
vou a!n] make u mistake,” said Hinrkley, * what
of it! What are you going sround the streets
saving so for at this stage of the 7" This
remark was reported to the Republican leaders
and naturally it made them thoughtful.

That night the Demoerats—not resperts
ahle ones, such as Mr. Williams, Mr. Haokett and
Mr. an‘ﬁ but the Hinekley g of regu
were wildly protesting that rne was e g
and that It didn’t mafne any difference what the
figures said, he was e.lems and eclected be was
going to stay, This sort of talk want on, no one
at any time venturing to suggest an exouse for
it, until the Bosrd of Bupervisors met on the
sueceeding Tuesdny to canvass the vote. The
Board was composed of elghteen
cight Republicans. They organized as a
of Canvassers by the election of David E. Howats
s choairman.  Theodore A, Hoffman, uh
liean County Clerk, served as seoretary rtue
of his office. As is apt W he the case in country
communities, the Supervisors were mastly farmers,
more or less elderly, more or less aleepy, more op
less fm.rthnn, and not especlally conspituous for
angthing. The principal man among them was
E. Wright Vuil, & countryman, who, in a business
way, hus to do with groceries. Representing one
of the wards of this city was John J. Mylod. a
voung man who had hitherto borne a good reputa-
tion, and was now about to take his first lesson
i politieal erime. Thronghout the sessions of the
homrd Vadl and Mylod did the talking and Howatt
1mng.i<l the gavel and put things through with
A rush.

It scareely needs to be said that none of these
men was intslligently eapable of coneeiving or
mannging the econspiracy in which they were
abont to engage. It was born In the hrain of
Yavid B Hill, and managed hy James W. Iinck-
oy, with frequent assistance from the tireless
Maynard, who appeared from the Albany train at
all eritical moments with little sheets of
typewritten  manuseript.

———
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THE DIRTY PLOT DEVELOPS.

Ordinarily the vote of Dutchess County is eane
viserd in two days, but on Chis occasion a poliey
of delay and postponement was promptly in-
angurnted. As one by one the returns cnme up
scores of elerical errors were pointed out, to
which under ordinary eircumstances no imports
ance whatever would be attached, but on acconuns
of which in this inetance the election inspectors
were at ouce reconvened and the returns werd
gent back to them for correction. The purpose
of this delay was, of eourse, to get “evidence®”
upon which to attack the returns, though, as | §
have shown, that is precisely what the .aw and
the courts have time and again declared thad
hourds of canvussers capnot and must not do,
Wood had besn elected counsel for the board.
It is only fuir to the honorable Democratic lnws
yers of Poughkeepsie to say that not one of then
caulil be induesd to countenance the steal. One
after another they declined to appear in the
proceeding in the defeuce of the canvussers'
conduet, and their consistent and ubanimous ad-
vice wgs that the whole busdiness was illegal and
outtigeous, sure to cover every one involved in
it with infamy and equally sure to ruin the
Democratio party.  Wood, however, was always
avallable,

Ihe front of the conspiracy first showed itself
in conneetion with the returns from the first dis-
trict of the town of Dover. Tlhere seven paster
lallots had been cast attached to ofticisl ballotsy
but on the wrong side of them, The inspectors,
wa those ballots were found, perceiving this irs
regilarity, and not knowing lusw it atlected the
votes, laid them aside under a lamp until the
eanvass wis completed and then decided to return
them and did return them in their statement a8
“hlank.” Hinckley, * nosing” aronnd after “evi-
denee,” soon heard of these seven ballots, = Tom®
Whalen, the ballot-clerk at this poll, told Hineks
ley that the winsed baRots hid not been returned
to the County Clerk, as they should have beau,
bt were sent to a barber shop near by where

in be wields a gnarled and knotty elub ngainst
Kepublicans generally, and all such Demoerats |
as presume to think they have a will in contliet |
with that of David B, Hill and the Tummuany
Piger. ‘This is the man who, under Hill's Jdiree-
tion, managed and foreed through the Board of

Distriet.
A LAWYFR WITH A RECORD,

Ilis principal assistant was a man named
Willinm 1. Womd, a lawyer. Womd came to
Poughkeepsic a year or two ago from Fishkill
He was otnee o supervisor of ghat town, sinee
which time bhe  hias  been  suceessively  de-
teated tor a varlety of offives,  lhs chardier is
il Early in the administration of Grover
Cleveland  Wood was a deputy collector of interaal
revenie for the districr of which this conpty is a
part,  He was legiel aed out uf that oflive by the
consolidation of the Poughkeepsie district with
that immedintely to the nofth of it The twa
tistricts pussed under the manasement of a sinzle
enllecior, whose office wis n Albany. Alwer
Wouod hasl been for some time out of office the
collector diseovered that be bad falled (o neeount
fur severnd hapdred dollass, mones which he hal
colloeted from taxpuyers. s delinguencies were

Feporial to the Comonssioner al Woshington, wheo |

deelare] them to be @ clear case of embezzle
went, remarking that their number wis s con- |
siderible gs to leave no room for any explanation |

with an intention to acconnt tor the
He insisted that Waood shoald e prose- |
etlped, but be haud Furope” As e |
couldin’t be fonmd, he conlidn’t he prosecuted, and
o the end the amount of Lis defaleation was paid
ek ol tie matter wis hushisd ap. It s said
that Mr. Wool, Jike all the otlier raseals engged
e this electainl erige, is louking for his forty
peces of sitver, which, his case, is desived in
the shape of the oftice of State Assitssor. 1 dun't
suppose there is any purtienlar meason why, if the
fioveltor can appotnt & i to be o member of the
Conrt of Appeals whoy in 1fe tortherance of an in-
fumous political censpirucy, is in evidence s
Lnving tampered with the miaklsy e should hesi-
ate nhout appointing a man to be & State Assessor
wihno has tuwmpered wilh tases Still, belore Mr,
Flower londs Mr. Wond, he Taight do well 1wlidon-
sult the letter tiles ot the Internal Revenue De-
purtment ut Washington,  There are three letters,
bearing the dutes January 5, February 3 and
Aveil 20, all in 158k, sud all writlen by a Demo-
crntie commissioner, which, in particular, he gught

Ty st
PBEANE'S ELECTION FULLY CONCEDED.
When the election returns [rom all the distriets
i Dutehess County were tiled in the elerk's oftice

at Poughkecpsie on the woruing alter election day.

consistent
ey,

“Eeme fo

they were being used as waste paper, and he
thonght he could recover ope of them and show
bim how these puster ballots louked. 5o they
went together to the barher-shop, found an ofli
eial ballor and on the back of that affived @
regular Demoeratic paster. On  this some one
present wrote, in a corner of the sheet, these
wornls: “There were seven ballots, facsimile to
the one hereto attached, which is pet an original
bullot but a sample to show how the ballot was
folded amd how the paster was attached. Thess
ballots were accepted by the inspectors and at the

pinvass  owere  cointed as  blank.”  Under
this wrlting  John  Willisms, a  Demo-
cratis inspector, wrote his name. It wiil be

notieed that the scamps did pot have the Impus
dence to make Willilams say in words that all
these seven hallots were Democratio. They merely
made bim suy thet the Demooratic puster therg
exliibited is o fac simile of the ballots cast. bud
the valoe of that statemeut wus shown by his
remurking that he didn't know what * fae simile®
meant.  Under Willinmms's statement, the other
Dewoeratie inspector, 5. D. Whalen, wrote as
fullows: *“1 know ef seven ballots, but do not
kaow what Kind,”

The Repnblican irapector at this poll was
Fdward A, Brush, When the oharacter of these
bullots was bedng tuguired into by the Board of
Canvissers (g thing which, be it always remem.
Jwered, they hud no right to do anyhow! Drush
presented an afidavit declaring that one of these
soven bullots to his cerTain kuowledge' consisimd
of & »ovial Labor oficial ballot with a Republicag
pister aflined.  He noticed that another ol the
soven bore a Democratic paster ballot, but was
umahile 1o suy what the others, were. The twg
Republican watohers at  this poll were Henry
hetelam and Richard Kercham, cousins, one the
son of Genersl Keicham, the other the cashier
ol the Dover Plans Bank, They both testify

Tt they examined tiese seven builots, that foug
of them hore Democrstic pasters and taiee Ree

pubilicin,
“ PAST GALLOPING TO JML."

It is probuble that the inspectors made a mis-
ke in failing to count these bullots, and it is
clear that any ecandidate in interest was entitied
to have their charscter determined by the courts
in & quo warranto proceeding, and canvassed by
the Court's order, and in secordance with its
directions. Upon uo excuse, however, could the
canvassers luwiully investigate their charsoter
or in any way change the return of the inspectors
exe:pt upon the order of the Court. They did
a0, however, and, 1n spite of the evidence repeateil
lere, which! is ull there was on the subject, they
adopted a resolution by a vote cun
all the seven ballots for the entire o
State and county ticket, The manner of the
doing this was, of itself, a sorry confession.



